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TO:  NYSCOPBA Chief Sector Stewards 
 
FROM: Sharon Smith, Health Benefits Specialist 
 
DATE:  November 22, 2011 
 
RE:  Empire Plan Flexible Formulary Changes for 2012 
 
 
 
As you know, a Flexible Formulary for the Empire Plan’s Prescription Drug Program 
took effect 1/1/10.  Changes to that formulary (except when a new generic is 
introduced) can be made once a year, effective the new plan year.   
 
For 2012, there are 24 drugs which will be excluded from coverage, there are 8 drugs 
which will move up a tier and there are 12 drugs which will move down a tier.  I have 
attached a list of those drugs. 
 
Disruption letters are being mailed to members affected by both the excluded drugs and 
those drugs which will have the higher copay.  Participating providers in the Empire Plan 
will receive the 2012 Flexible Formulary (also attached) around the same time.  Affected 
members should speak with their provider regarding their scripts and possible 
alternatives. 
 
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 
 
 
ss 
Attachments 
 
cc: NYSCOPBA Executive Board 
 NYSCOPBA Jt. Committee on Health Benefits 
 
































