BILL NUMBER: $1623
SPONSOR: SEPULVEDA

TITLE OF BILL:

An act to amend the correction law, in relation to restricting the .use
of segregated confinement and creating alternative therapeutlc and reha-
bilitative confinement options :

PURPOSE :

This bill will be known as the "Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Soli-
tary Confinement" Act (the HALT Solltary Confinement Act.) This bill
would limit the time an inmate cah spend in segregated confinement, end
the segregated confinement of vulnerable people, restrict the criteria
that can result in such confinement, improve conditions of confinement,
and create more humane and effective alternatives to such confinement.

SUMMARY QF PROVISIONS:

Section 1 clarifies that the bill's provisiohs apply to all types and
locations of segregated confinement.

Section 2 defines "special populations™ and "residential rehabilitation
units".

Section 3 prohibits the use of special diets as punishment.

Section 4 provides for mental health screening and a heightened level of
care for prisoners placed into segregated confinement or residential
rehabilitation units.

Section .5 prohibits placement of  individuals who are in one of the.
special populations in SHU and limits-their keep-lock placement to 48
hours; prohibits placement of any-inmate in segregated confinement for
more than 15 consecutive days or 28 out of 68 days unless specific acts
are committed while in such confinement; specifies certain conditions of
confinement and pregrams within residential'rehabilitation units;
creates a safety exception for people committing serious disciplinary
infractipns in SHU and residential rehabilitation units; prohibits the
use of restraints in the residential rehabilitation units unless neces-
sary for safety.and security; prohibits placement of individuals in
protective. custady in - segregated confinement; provides for periedic
review of a person’s placement in residential rehabilitation units;
reinstates lost good time for successful -completion of the residential
rehabilitation unit program goals; provides for training of staff; and
prov1des for publlc reportlng

,ectlon 6 rreates a preference For non- dlgrlpllnary 1ntervent10ns by the
department ‘ -

Section. 7'pP0Vides that services in residential mental health treatment
units shall be at least comparable to services in re51dentlal rehabili-
tation unlts C : : S g Lo ‘




concluded that snlltary com‘memen+ can amount to torture and recom-
mended abollshlng its use oeyond 1t days: and prohlblting any use of ,
solltary for: vulnerable groeps or fer purposes of punlshmnnt The New
York C1v31 leertles Union and others have issued reports documentlng
the a.bltrdiy and unjustlfled use of segregated conflnement in Néw York
"and the negative 1mpact its Use has oh’ incarcerated persons, staff, and
saletwitn cur brisons and communities. The New York State Bar Associ- -
ation na= czlled upon the ‘state and city corrections departments to
profounray festrlct the use of segregated confinement, end segregatec"
confinenent. beyond 15 days, adopt stringent criteria for any separation
and ensure any separation is for the briefest period and in the least
restrlcilve conditions prart1cable ThlS b111 takes up the grow1ng call
to llmlt segregated confinement and- pPOV‘de more humane and effective
alternatives.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

.2915:"512659‘was referréd to crime victims, crime and correction.
2017:°5.4784 was referred to crime victims, crime and correction.

20181 .5.4748  was: amended and Pecommttted to crime Vlctlms, crime: and
LOPTEﬂthn S o Ce :

2018: Asaemosy passed the blll (A3®8@ B)
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'EFFECTIVE‘DATE:
This act will take effect one year after it becomes law.




